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Mr. Fred Reiter, Treasurer 
Tom Berns for State Representative 
PO Box 756 
Urbana, IL 61 803 

RE: MUR4988 

Dear Mr. Reiter: 

On March 27,2000, the Federal Election Commission notified you of a complaint 
alleging certain violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended. A copy . 
of the complaint was enclosed with that notification. 

After considering the circumstances of this matter, the Commission has determined to 
exercise its prosecutorial discretion and to take no action against 'Tom Berns for State 
Representative and you, as treasurer. 
closed its file in this matter on October 25,2000. 

attached narrative. Accordingly, the Commission 

The confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. 0 437g(a)(12) no longer apply and this matter 
is now public. In addition, although the complete file must be placed on the public record 
within 30 days, this could occur at any time following certification of the Commission's vote. 
If you wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the public record, please do so 
as soon as possible. While the file may be placed on the public record prior to receipt of your 
additional materials, any permissible submissions will be added to the public record when 
received. 

If you have any questions, please contact Alva E. Smith on our toll-free telephone 
number, (800) 424-9530. Our local telephone number is (202) 694-1650. 

Sincerely, A 1 

"Supervisory Attorney 
Central Enforcement Docket 

Attachment: 
Narrative 
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MUR 4988 
TOM UERNS BOR STATE IUCI’RESEN‘TATIVE 

Joseph Wliclan nllcgcd that Tom Bcms for State Representalive, a state committee 
thal acccptcd corporak contributions, paid oveL $1,000 for a radio advertisement and 
lilcr;itiirc advocating Tim Johnson’s coiigrcssional cainpaign. The communications did 
not properlv contain a disclaimer stating whether they were autliorixed by Tim Johnson or 
his authorized committee. Mr. Whelan also asserted that the expenditures for the 
coniniunications were not reported as required by the regulations governing independent 
expenditures. ,’.. 

In response to the complaint, Tom Bems admitted that Tim Johnson was 
incidentally mentioned in the communications, but was not the beneficiary. He explained 
that there was no disclaimer because it was not required, and asserted that the 
expenditures did not have to be reported because Mr. Johnson’s allocable portions were 
less than $1,000. Finally, he denied his campaign committee failed to segregate its 
corporate contributions. 

This matter involves a limited amount of money and is less significant relative to 
other matters pending before the Commission. 


